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. Archaeology always begms w:th questlons - questions about what we are trying to I by investigating a site, a person, a time in the past In this case, one goal of

the archaeolog:sts was to dISCOVCI‘ where Cicott's house stood, and to see how it related to other buildings and parts of the property. Another was to discover
what elements of French Canadian, British, Native and American lifeway tools, and goods that characterized daily life at the Cicott Tradmg Post.

Excavations in the area took place in 1990, 1991, 1992, and in 199‘7 Excavations carried out in 1990 brought to light evidence of a Native encampment just west of
the Cicott Trading Post. A series of archaeological explorations at the Cicott site itself have also been conducted. Their findings were intriguing - trade goods

such as glass beads and trinkets bear witness to contact with Eu ropeansl, |

ln 1992 more intensified excavations revealed evndence of walls and trenches dating to Cicott's lifetime, together with what was thought to be the

foundation of a bulding. The archacologists suggested that it was constructed using the picce-sur-piece

S Stone piece plot of bricks and stones
building method, one characteristic of French-Canadian style architecture. The 1997 dig was established

to answer questions raised by previous investigations at the site, and to reveal further architectural

B Brick i from 1992 and 1997 excavations :
= Unexcavated Area l

remains that might shed light on how Cicott and his family lived.

e Slowly and carefully the archaeologists began to dig. They used small shaip trowels to scrape away the

layers of dirt. As artifacts and other evidence of human activity came to light, cach was carefully
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screen using water pressure to clear away debris and dirt so the tiniest bit of brick, glass, straight pin Beads

measured in and mapped, photographed, and described. Every bit of . hd through a fine
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i or bead was recovered.
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| In addition to features that give clues about where buildings were located, artifacts help us to understand

what they might have been used for and how they were constructed. Building materials found during
the dig included nearly three thousand nails, most of them probably purchased in either Vincennes or

Detroit, since they were made by machine. But 101 of the nails at the site were forged by hand, possil:\ly

by a local blacksmith. Thousands of fragments of chinking, brick and window glass were recovered as

well, evidence that the Cicott house, while on the frontier, was warm and snug with brick fireplaces

and glazed windows.

The excavations in 1992 had uncovered portions of the foundations of the trading post. Excavations in
A 1997 tevealed the rest of the foundations.

As at all fur trade sites, many glass beads were discovered. A staple of the trade and culturally important as both personal and group

identifiers, Native peoples provided a ready market for the wide variety of cheap glass beads produced by Europeans manufacturing
i £ z = £ = throughout the period of the trade. At the Cicott site, some 250 beads and bead fragments were recovered. The
site produced 64 buttons or button parts in the 1997 season alone. Some of them were very ornate, one being of the type known as calico, made of porcelain with a black design on the face,

and dates to about 1848.

Finally, one of the tliings that archaeology has shown is the presence of people of all ages at the Cicott site, and also of leisure activities. We know from historical documentation that Zachariah was
fond of gambling, and we even found some of the dice used during his lifetime at the site. Marbles and pieces of china dolls show that children lived there as well. We can’t, of course, prove
that they were Cicott’'s own dice, nor that his children played with the toys. But we know, from archaeology, that those kinds of obi‘ects and the activities they suggest playecl a part in the life at the
Cicott Trading Post.
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