ORDINANCE NO. 2026-0720
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE PROCEDURE FOR ALLOWING ACCESS TO
PUBLIC RECORDS

WHEREAS, it is necessary to make public records available to anyone who requests
them, to insure requests are reviewed and answered in a timely manner, and to provide
authorized records within a reasonable time, all in accordance with Indiana Code 5-14-3, et seq.,
regulating Access to Public Records; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has previously passed Ordinance 2019-1216,
as subsequently amended, which established the County’s policy for Access to Public Records
Requests, which the Warren County Commissioners now desire to amend to comply with recent
state law revisions.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the County Commissioners of Warren

County, Indiana, that the County’s Access to Public Records Policy is amended as follows:

I. Section B is amended to include the following provision:

4. The County shall give priority in fulfilling public records requests to: (a)
Indiana residents; and (b) requests submitted for civic, journalistic, academic, or personal use.
Requests identified as originating from out-of-state entities or automated systems may be
delayed as necessary to prevent disruption of core County functions; and may also be subject to
an additional fee described in Section (C) below.

2, Section C is amended to include the following provision:

The County shall collect a supplemental fee for processing public records requests

submitted by non-Indiana residents or out-of-state entities as permitted by 1.C. 5-14-3-8(n). The

fees shall an additional twenty-five cents ($0.25) per page and an additional twenty-five dollars



($25) per hour of staff time spent processing the request. Provided, however, that in the
discretion of the County Commissioners, this supplemental fee may be waived if the County
finds that the public records request serves the public interest.

3. Section E is amended to include the following provision:

In addition to the penalty described above, the County Auditor shall report to the

Public Access Counselor any public records request received by the County agency that is
suspected of being automated; or data scraping or phishing activity.

All other provisions of the County’s Access to Public Records Policy shall remain in full
force and effect.

This Ordinance shall be effective as of its passage.

SO ORDAINED, this 20™ day of July, 2026.

WARREN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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Clay Andrews, President
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Craig Greenwood

Robin Weston-Hubner, Auditor

ATTEST:




